City Pages & The University Film Society present 

COMPLIMENTARY OPENING NIGHT TICKETS 

for the U. S. Commercial Premiere of a Top-grossing Canadian Feature Film 

Friday, November 29 • 7 & 9 p.m. 



Top International Awards 



"They don't come any better than this. 

Kamloops Week 

"... A Minor Miracle . . . 
it delivers something special . . . 
audiences are captivated. " 

The Toronto Sun 



Stop by for your free tickets at: 

Electric Fetus 

2010 4th Avenue S., Minneapolis 

Opening Night Tickets include : 

• Admission for Two to Premiere Showing 
7 or 9 p.m. 

Post-Movie Party at St. Paul Curling Club 
9 to 11:30 p.m. 

Meet director Aaron Kim Johnston 

Refreshments Prize Drawings See Live Curling 




MOLSON 

GOLDEN 



• Bell Auditorium 

• 627-4430 



Showing at University Film Society 

17th & University Avenue S.E., Minneapolis 



Continuing for a Limited Engagement 
7 & 9 p.m. Nightly • Matinees, Sat. & Sun. - 1 & 3 p.m. 



Parking available at Nolte Garage on 17th or 4th Street lots 
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The Duke Card 

I t doesn't seem fair thst David Duke 
Week should pass without anyone invok- 
ing the name of the man who made his 
mainstream candidacy possible. It was Lee 
Atwater, the late Republican strategist, who 
first understood that the politic* of racial 
resentment could cement the Republican 
grasp on the White House more firmly than 
any other issue. Duke's campaign was criti- 
cized for using codes made popular by 
Atwater-devised Reagan/Bush campaigns, 
but this wasn't as disingenuous as it was 
made out to be. The buzzwords Duke used — 
crime, drugs, busing, illegitimate babies, 
welfare, urn, cultural purity — were exactly 
the right codes for Duke's politics, which 
differ from George Bush's more in degree 
than in root strategy. 
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ADVICE/ DISSENT/SIGNS 
OF THE TIMES 

Which explains why Bush is dancing so 
fast. The prospect of Duke’s entering the 
1992 Republican presidential primaries, 
which seems likely, causes a couple of prac- 
tical problems for the president. Because 
while the rise of a Duke may midge insti- 
tutional politics toward more racist formu- 
lations in the guise of common sense and 
Christian values over the long haul, the most 
immediate effect of his getting into the '92 
race would be to raise unflattering questions 
about Bush's own tactics. In plain terms. 
Bush hates to think of Duke running because 
he plans to say many of the same things 
about quotas, crime, and welfare that David 
Duke would be saying. Bush probably also 
hates to think of the impact Duke could 
have in stimulating voter registration. A Duke 
campaign of any duration would cause more 
new black registrations than a Jackson can- 
didacy; it would also bring in dements of 
the disaffected far right These are wild cards 
George Bush has no interest in adding to 
the game. 

But the question is out of his hands now. 
To understand the constituency for whom 



Editorial 

Duke has growing appeal, it helps to read 
Peter Brown's Minority Party: Why Demo- 
crats Face Defeat in 1992 and Beyond, a 
book with a prescription for Democratic suc- 
cess: Forget equality and make it dear you're 
willing to write off the losers. Despite the 
jacket endorsements by Bill Clinton, Bruce 
Babbitt, and a host of failed Democratic 
campaign managers, it’s a bad book; the 
writing is atrocious and the "analysis’* is 
really a one-note polemic. But Brown gels 
one thing right— the frightening depth of the 
while reaction that's been brewing for years. 
Writing about the political climate nurtured 
in the '80s, he notes. "The middle claw no 
longer considered the rich the enemy. Instead 
they saw that black underclass as the enemy 
—the chief obstacle to the security of their 
daily existence — because of the tax money 
it consumed." 

You have to understand that when Brown 
says "middle class," he means average while 
working stiffs — traditional blue-collar labor- 
ers and the lower rungs of the while-collar 
workforce — people who see, and more impor- 
tantly feel, their neighborhoods declining, 
their kids* schools deteriorating, their friends 
losing work, their own wages shrinking in 
real dollars. Thii is a huge class of people, 
far bigger than you would ever infer from 
watching the media or listening to politi- 
cians: they're nearly as invisible as the blacks 
and Hispanics they see around them in 
increasing numbers, and they are scared, 
angry, deprived of a political voice — a depri- 
vation felt all the more acutely because they 
remember a time when they counted. 

The Republicans, perhaps sensitized by 
the grassroots right-populist outpourings in 
1976 and 1980 that helped elevate Ronald 
Reagan's candidacy, recognized the existence 
and volatility of this class long before the 
Democrats. And they set out to manipulate 




Us fear of encroaching decay, and to give 
that fear a shape that had 300 years’ worth 
of resonance. Thus we came to the blood- 
sport of contemporary politics: white against 
black, the economy's bottom-feeders pitted 
against each other. 

Of course George Bush and Lee Atwater 
didn’t mean to conjure a David Duke, and 
neither does Peter Brown. But Duke is the 
inexorable result of politics that exploit fear 
without doing anything material to raise hope. 
The slakes inevitably get higher; as condi- 
tions worsen and fear grows, it takes more 
hate to override it. (Anger docs feel better 



Somewhere Lee Atwater is 
smiling... 

than fear, doesn't it?) 

The rise of David Duke really might rep- 
resent a watershed in American politics. I 
think he was right when he said he could 
have put up comparable numbers — and he 
did win 55 percent of the while vote — m a 
great many stales. This isn’t a glitch. The 
squeeze that makes Duke appealing to so 
many people may have been worsened by 
the recession, but it won't end if and when 
the recession ends, owing to technology that's 
made high-wage manufacturing join a thing 
of the past and to broader changes in the 
world economy, the U.S. will suffer from a 
declining standard of living — and bitter mem- 
ories for which someone must be made to 
pay — for a long time. 

What Duke’s ascent makes apparent is 
something that was already true: that hate 
and fear run deep enough to make fascism 
a viable strain In American politics. The 
threat is not what will happen if David Duke 
is elected to some high office, because he 
won't be; the most dangerous American fas- 
cists will have more genteel pedigrees to 
help obscure the reality behind their rhetoric. 
David Duke is a chance to glimpse where 
we’re headed— and a potential rallying point 
for the natural enemies of David Duke and 
his paler cousins in both parties. If there’s 
to be one. 

—Stevg Parry 
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Class Struggle 

M artha Murphy u dearly enjoying her 
fifth-grade class of 18 at Lyndale 
Elementary in south Minneapolis. 
Talking and working individually with stu- 
dents as she walks around the room, she 
explains that discipline, grading, and other 
problems have shrunk dramatically along with 
class size— a process funded with a $22 mil- 
lion tax increase Minneapolitans voted them- 
selves in a referendum last year. In the referen- 
dum. the school board promised to use the 
extra money for absolutely, positively nothing 
but class size: not, for example, to increase 
teachers’ salaries. But that promise has pul the 
district in a potential lose-lose situation. 

As contract talks heat up, Minneapolis 
teachers are being asked to accept a wage 
freeze partly m sacrifice to improved work- 
ing conditions; be glad you have smaller 
classes, the argument goes, and don't expect 
to be paid more on top of thaL The idea 
has Murphy, a 27-year veteran in the dis- 
trict. worried about the future of her profes- 
sion. ‘The taxpayers were wonderful to vote 
that [Ux increase] through, and everyone 
wants to do their bit," Murphy says “But 
any time there’s that kind of a tradeoff you’re 
concerned People can’t go on and on with- 
out even a cost-of-living increase if we want 
to get the best people teaching kids.” Right 
nuw, starting teachers make S22.I92; a 25- 
year veteran with a Ph.D. makes $39,273, 
less than the starting salary for many lawyers. 

Fsusttan choices are the order of the day 
in education as Minnesota enters a winter of 
contract debates made even more bitter by 
recession and a political climate of niggard- 
liness toward schools. Last week, teachers in 
the Anoka-Henneptn district, the state’s sec- 
ond largest, called olT a strike and accepted 
what they considered an overdue II percent 
salary and benefits increase. 

Some local media described the deal as a 
union victory that could fuel a round of infla- 
tionary demands throughout the metro area. 
Largely unnoticed was Use fact that class sizes 
and other teaching burdens have been in an 
upward spiral since state aid was cut in the 
late 1980s. And district ofTtcials warn that 
elementary classes, which average 27 pupils 




While no one will say so out 
loud, it’s becoming clear that 
city schools face a Catch-22: 
Let class sizes mushroom and 
pay teachers more, or freeze 
wages and face a strike. 



in Anoka-Hennepin. could become even big- 
ger as a result of the contract settlement. A 
similar-deal — minimal salary increases in 
exchange for growing class sizes— helped set- 
tle negotiations with Sl Paul teachers last 
year. 

In Minneapolis, by contrast, elementary 
classes are being reduced to 19 pupils each 
by 1992. But teachers complain that these 
reductions, and other overdue improvements 
in inner-city schools, are being financed on 
their backs. Talk of a Minneapolis teacher 
strike — always audible around negotiation 
time — has persisted throughout the year, and 
it’s growing louder. “It's kind of a Catch- 



22.*' says Louise Sundin. 

Minneapolis Federation of Teachers. ”We 
don’t have the option of a Mr. Hasselmo to 
lay off some teachers and pay when more." 
she n<VU referring to the University of Min- 
nesota president's recent budget-cutting 
moves. 

Superintendent Robert Ferrara agrees that 
Minneapolis teachers deserve wage increases 
across the board. "What I’d like to do is 
have lower class sizes and offer them a real- 
istic increase,” he says. “But I don’t think 
there is enough money to do both.” 

Schools la page 7 



NEWS 

BRIEFS 

About That 

Northwest Airlines Deal 

• Number of dollars Al Checchi’s hold- 
ing company invested in the 1989 NWA 
buyout: 41) million. 

• Number of dollars the state of Min- 
nesota will invest in Northwest Airlines: 
740 million. 

• Number of additional dollars Northwest 
wants from the state in tax breaks and state 
workers’ pension fund investments (not 
counted in this index): 240 million. 

• Number or jobs Northwest promises to 
create with the state financing assistance; 
1.500. 

• Number of jobs that could be created 
with 5740 million in small business loans: 
12.000. (Source: Department of Trade and 
Economic Development, Small Business 
Administration.) 

• Number of days the stale Legislature 
had to consider the NWA deal in the 1991 
legislative session: 20. 



• Number or uninsured Minnesotans for 
whom a 5740 million state investment could 
create an affordable, stare-sponsored health- 
care program for the next five years: 
280.000. (Sourer: Minnesota Health Care 
Access Commission) 

• Number of students by which each class 
tn Minneapolis and Sl Paul public schools 
could be reduced for the next 20 yean 
with S740 million 10. (Source: Minneapolis 
Public Schools, State Department of Edu- 
cation) 

• Percent by which University of Min- 
nesota undergraduate tuition could be re- 
duced for the next 40 years with 5T40 
million added to the budget: 50. (Source: 
UM Budget) 

• Number of old and/or deteriorating 
houses in inner-city neighborhoods that 
could be rehabbed for $740 million: 37,000. 

• Number of low- snd middle-income 
families for whom S740 million would buy 
homeowner’s training and downpayment 
assistance to buy their first home: 74,000. 
(Source: Project for Pride in Living) 

• Percent of Minnesotans who haven’t 
set foot on a plane for at least ■ yean 70. 

• Percent of Minnesotans who fly more 
than five times per yean 0.3. (Source: Eco- 
nomic development consultant David Mor- 



ns; . „ 

• Percent of legislators who fly more 
than 5 times per year 90. 

Say, Pat.., 

New York Gov. Mario Cuomo’s indecision 
about whether he’ll run for president appar- 
ently doesn’t preclude him from putting out 
political feelers— including some into Min- 
nesota. Pal Forciea, the political consultant 
who broke onto the national scene when 
he helped lead U.S. Sen. Paul Wetlstone’s 
campaign to victory, confirms that “some 
people who would be involved in a Cuomo 
campaign if there was a Cuomo campaign” 
called him to ask if he’d like to work on 
die “Mario Scenario ” Forcioa say* be turned 
them down because he likes his current job 
os VP for communications with the North 
Stars Bui that contract runs out in the 
spring, he notes. 

No Way, Al 

Until Tuesday afternoon, it looked as If 
Minnesotans were just not interested in any 
kind of organized opposition to the S740 
million state financing deal for Northwest 
Airlines. A legislative commission was tak- 



ing testimony mostly from supporters: the 
commission had scheduled time for public 
testimony, but staffers said no members of 
the public asked to speak. Then, out of 
nowhere, came an ad-hoc organization 
named “No Wav Al” (NWA). Bruce 
Hendry, the local financier who helped put 
together a deal to save SL Paul’s Schmidt 
Brewery, ts one of the group’s founding 
members; he says there's a “tremendous 
amount of opposition to this deal, but no 
ooe knows what to do.’’ Hendry says the 
group has talked to several lawyers and 
hopes to put together a constitutional chal- 
lenge to the NWA deal. 

Nuclear Waste Hearings Begin 

They may not be as sexy as ihe Clarence 
Thomas nearing*. but the Minnesota Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission's hearings on a 
proposed nuclear waste dump at Pnurie 
Island promise some entertainment for those 
who can make it into the packed court- 
room at 160 Kellogg Blvd. in St. Paul. 
The case is being closely watched b> nucle- 
ar-industry observers around the country, 
who see It as a possible precedent-setter 
as utilities and regulators scramble to deal 
Brifffs to page 7 
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SHADOWS 



Do computer- 
enhanced 
photos 
capture a 
second JFK 
assassin? 



by Miles Mofffeit 

I n ihe sixth- floor museum in the old Texas 
School Book Depository, tourists wind 
through slick exhibits detailing the saga of 
President John F. Kennedy's lift and death. 
Among the neatly packaged evidence, most of 
which concents warren Commission-sanc- 
tioned suspect Lee Harvey Oswald, a meager 
portion of wall space goes largely ignored. A 
few lines of text stand out with haunting clari- 
ty: “A group of witnesses said gunshots came 
from the grassy knoll." 

In conspiracyspeak, they call him "Badge 
Man," The suspicion that there may have 
been another killer lurking on the grassy knoll 
has clawed at JFK researchers for nearly 30 
years. Phantom or fact, the grassy knoll gun- 
man remains one of I he murkiest figures in 
recent history. Now. however, leading assas- 
sination researchers say they are closer than 
ever to coaxing a second assassin out of the 
shadows of Deaiey Plaza 
Their breakthrough centers on advances in 
computer imagery enhancement that may pro- 
vide the link between two fragile pieces of 
evidence: a grainy Polaroid and a mysteri- 
ously missing film. 

“I saw it right away," recalls Dallas's 
KXAS-TV Channel 5 film archivist Gaty 
Mack of the first time he saw Badge Man. 
"It wus eerie how it jumped out at me." 

Mack had been studying a slide enlarge- 
ment of a Polaroid picture depicting Kennedy 
being struck in the head against the back- 
drop of the grassy knoll. What drew Mack's 
eye to the imposing image projected on his 
office wall wax a figure in the background — 
though hazy, it appeared to be a rifleman 
holding his arms upright in firing posture, a 
flash of light obscuring parts of his face. 

Mack and a fellow researcher, graphic artist 
Jack While, rushed to enhance the image 
even more, adjusting the contrast and bright- 
ness and later adding color to some copies. 
After months of sequestering themselves in 
a darkroom, the image unfolded dramatical- 
ly. The figure took on frightening features: 
a gunman apparently wearing dark clothing 
with a shiny mark on his left chest and pos- 
sibly a patch on his left shoulder. Most 
detectable were the outlines of portions of 
his face and hairline The buna of light dis- 
persed from the center like a flash from a 
gun muzzle. 

Many researchers agree the image resem- 
bles a man clad in a Dallas Police Depart- 
ment uniform. The shiny mark on the left 
breast is consistent with the location of a 
badge, and the patch above it resembles a 
police department decal. Token together, the 
patterns match the design of a Dallas police 
officer’s uniform in 1963 
The Polaroid was taken by Mary Moor- 
man. who was a receptionist for an area real 




Gayie Nix Jackson points to the spot in her grandfather's home movie where "Badge Man” is supposed to be. 



estate company in 1963. She had come down- 
town to take pictures of a policeman she 
knew who was going to be in the presi- 
dential motorcade. Now living in Gainesville, 
Texas. Moorman declines to be interviewed, 
preferring to let Mack speak on her behalf. 

Since their discovery of Badge Man, the 
researchent have also done little to publicize 
their work. Instead. Mack. White, and fellow 
researcher Robert Groden (a Pennsylvania- 
based photo analyst whose enlargement made 
it possible for Mack to see Badge Man for 
the first time nine years ago) have quietly 
but aasiduously searched for new ways to 
bring out images in the photograph and in 
other films — through radiation methods, new- 
fangled darkroom techniques, and digital com- 
puter analysis. 

Mack says he feels that all his years of 
tenacity are close to paying off. "You can 
safely say I'm closer to a breakthrough than 
l have ever been," he says. Although he 
declines to comment on the details, he con- 
firms that he haa worked out an arrangement 
with a Japanese news organization to help 
finance advanced computer enhancement! of 
both the Moorman photo and another piece 
of the Badge Man puzzle every bit as impor- 
tant The significance of ongoing research, 
however, may hinge on whether that piece — 
the original of an assassination film shot by 
now-deceased Dalits engineer Orville Nix — 
can be found. 

Of all leads, the most damning evidence 
may exist in the 8mm film taken by Nix, 
who captured the assassination sequence while 
standing between Main and Elm streets, about 
75 feet from where Mary Moorman stood. 
In enlargements of reproductions of the Nix 
film. Mack and other researchers say they 



find figures in addition to flashes of light. 
It is believed that the original Nix film will 
reveal the gunman seen in the Moorman 
photo, as well as Gordon Arnold, a Dallas 
soldier who claims he heard and "felt" a bul- 
let pass by him while filming, from the knoll, 
the motorcade's fateful turn onto Elm Street. 
Verification of either Arnold or Badge Man 
in the photos could be enough to reopen the 
Kennedy probe. Mack thinks. 

The problem is, the original Nix film, which 
Groden thinks will reveal 50 percent more 
detail than available copies, ts missing. 

A fter working an all-night shift on 
November 22, 1963, air conditioning 
engineer Orville Nix ambled down to 
Deaiey Plaza with his trusty Keystone Auto 

Hey! That Buy in 
the Papier-Mache 
Tree Has a Gen! 

Wacked-Out 

Theories 

A person's position with regard to the 
Kennedy assassination is almost 
like a religious conviction." says 
Charles Nelson. "It stands above dispute. 
You don't need evidence anymore, ft’s 



Zoom camera to capture the president greet- 
ing the downtown crowds. Stopping on the 
grassy infield south of Elm. he staked out 
hts vantage point and let his film roll while 
Kennedy's motorcade slowed to a craw] on 
Elm Street. 

Nix heard the shots nng out but kept hts 
viewfinder trained on the president, shakily 
capturing the shooting sequence After the 
tragic events had unfolded, Nix found him- 
self among only three people who had record- 
ed the shooting on movie film. 

A soft-spoken and patriotic man. Nix hur- 
riedly turned his film over to the Dallas office 
of the FBI the day after the assassination. 
When the camera and film were returned four 
days later, camera springs had been removed 
Photo to page 13 

sad, but that’s what it’s come to." Nelson, 
a professor of history at Drake University 
in Des Moines, is talking about the true 
believers he a encountered in studying the 
assassination controversy for the pest 20 
years. (He's taught a popular course on the 
subject for the past 1 5.) 

"A good mind," concedes Nelson, “can 
write a plausible account of almost any 
Kennedy conspiracy scenario they wish 
He had a lot of enemies." It T s a testament 
to the American spirit that the relative ease 
of coming up with plausible theories 
hasn't deterred more ambitious souls from 
breathtakingly implausible ones. Nelson 
cites some of the more memorable theories 
he’s come across through the years: 

• The assassin(a) were realfy shooting at 
Jackie: 
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Building 

myths, 

burying 

mistakes 



by Steve Perry 

O n November 25. 1963. three days after 
John Kennedy's assassination and a 
day after Lee Harvey Oswald's mur- 
der. acting attorney general Nicholas Katzen- 
buch Mt down to draft a memo for Lyndon 
Johnson The investigation had scarcely begun, 
but on that Monday morning when it was clear 
that the case would never go to trial. Katzen- 
bach wrote to Johnson aide Bill Movers: “The 
public must be satisfied that Oswald was the 
assassin; that he did not have confederates who 
are Hill at large, and that the evidence was 
such that he would have been convicted at 
trial." 

That document is one of many thousands 
in the files of Harold Weisberg, a former 
reporter and Senate investigator whom Esquire 
has called "the dean of assassination re- 
searchers." In Weisberg’s view, the Katzen- 
hach memo became the blueprint for official 
policy. Make the assassination look like the 
work of an unstable loner to forestall embar- 
rassing questions about why intelligence agen- 
cies failed to uncover o plot. Working out 
of his home in Frederick, Maryland, the 78- 
year-old Weisberg has written several books 
on the case and amassed more than a quar- 
ter-million pages of previously secret files 
obtained under the Freedom of Information 
Act. Hardly anyone ever comes to look at 
what he's got. "The people who write con- 
spiracy theories aren't interested," he says. 
"They’re only interested in what they can 
torture into seeming to support preconcep- 
tions of their own invention. For the most 
pan these records have no! been looked at 
And 1 make them available to everybody. 
The most recent and egregious case is that 
of Oliver Stone." 

It was Weisberg who started the avalanche 
of bad pre-release publicity for Sterne’s JFK. 
which Is set to open the week before Christ- 
mas. When he heard that Stone planned to 
base his movie on a book by former New 
Orleans district attorney Jim Garrison — a man 
whose rambling investigation or the Kennedy 
case led him to speculate about conspiracies 

• The assassin^*) were really shooting as 
Connally (there’s even an cvidcncc-bite 
go with this one: Oswald mistakenly wrote 
a letter to Connally after he'd stepped down 
as Secretary of the Navy, complaining of 
the dishonorable discharge from the Ma- 
rines Oswald got after he defected to *»« 
siaj; 

• The assassin!# were really shooting to 

• i nc assasaitts(s) were really shooting 
the orders of Lyndon Johnson, out to 
Areak vengeance on (he much-loathed 
Kennedy* 

• A paptct-mach6 tree waa placed in 
Dealey Pinza to provide a sniper's nest and 
it was removed after the shooting; 

• There were between 6even and nine 
different shooters situated around Dealey 



Harold Weisberg. “the dean of assassination researchers," says we’ll never know who conspired to kill Kennedy because the 
government never wanted to know. 



involving (pick two or three) Russians, Cuban 
exiles, the CA. neo-Nazis, the Dallas police, 
die U.S. military, and a homosexual ring— 
Weisberg got a bootlegged copy of the script 
and dispatched it to Washington Po« reporter 
George Lardner. A story lambasting the proj- 
ect followed, and it proved the first of many. 

I reached Weisberg on the phone last week 
for an hour-long talk on Kennedy, Stone, and 
the dim prospects for our ever knowing any 
more than we know now. 

City Pages: There have been a number of 
new boob on the assassination over the past 
10 or 15 years, theorizing various conspir- 
acies Are any of (hem uvrihwhile? 

Weisberg: There hasn't been a book that 
I can remember thai hasn't been flawed. The 

Plazn — behind the fence on the grassy 
snoli. in buildings behind the president, in 
the sewers — and they were all killed later 
that night when a plane carrying them away 
exploded ever the Golf of Mexico; 

• Forces in the executive branch had 
Kennedy killed because he was going to 
pull us out of Vietnam (look for this to fig- 
ure in the Oliver Stone movie); 

• The Soviets decided as a matter of Cold 
War policy thnt it just made good sense to 

• wipe out the president of the United States; 

• Right-wmg oil millionaires opposed to 
Kennedy's civil rights sympathies had him 
killed, 

• It was a homosexual plot to eradicate a 
notoriously heterosexual icon; 

• Kennedy isn ‘r reaftv dead. 

—S.P. 



reason is very simple. The government never 
investigated the case, and never intended to. 
That may seem impossible to believe, but 
that gets to some or the many records 1 got 
under the Freedom of Information Act. With 



the crime not actually investigated, private 
investigators have nothing on which to pro- 
ceed. We don’t have any real leads. There 



are too many theories that might be reason- 
able, and you can't begin to eliminate from 
them. It is and in all probability will remain 
an unsolved crane. 

In the 1960s you played a role in trying 
to convince Jim Camson his investigation 
was on the wrong tract Could you tell me 
about your dealings with him. and M'hen you 
knew he was off-base ? 

It was right after the election in 1968 I 
was in Dallas, and he insisted I come back 
to New Orleans. While I was there, I round 
out he was going to mark the fifth anniver- 
sary of the assassination by charging two peo- 
ple with being grassy knoll assassins. One 
was Edgar Eugene Bradley, who was then 
the Wes; Coasi representative of the right- 
wing New Jersey preacher Carl Mclntire, and 
the oilier was a man named Robert Perrin. 
Well, 1 knew Perrin had killed himself in *62. 

Garrison's staff had tried to talk him out 
of this, and they couldn't And they asked 
me to do the work that would make it impos- 
sible for him to proceed Among the things 
we found were the morgue book that showed 
the day in 1962 when Perrin died, and the 
hospital records that show his admission after 
taking poison I put together an investiplive 
report that said j Garrison investigitorj Bill 
Box ley was going out and feeding back to 
Garrison whit Garrison wanted— what Garri- 
son himself had made up. Garrison wasn’t 



going to fire himself, so he fired Boxley. 
And in firing him. he said that Boxley had 
been infiltrated onto the caff by the CIA to 
wreck the investigation Well, nobody infil- 
trated Boxley. Everybody on the staff had 
objected to him, and Garrison hired him any- 
way. 

Do you think Garrison s investigation was 
onto anything of merit? 

No. He made it all up as he went. And 
he never proved what he made up because 
he couldn’t. I can't remember a single thing 
that is factual and has any relevance that he 
brought to light. 

You've objected to the way Oliver Stone 
v\enl about putting together and promoting 
his movie. 

Stone has been propagandizing, saying that 
all of the evidence is withheld at least until 
2039. and some of it may be withheld longer 
What about the quarter-million pages I have? 
And others have more. Mark Allen, for exam- 
ple, has continued along the same lines I 
have with the same Intvyer 1 used, and he’s 
gotten a lot of information. Some of it pret- 
ty significant Bui nobody gives a damn. They 
wnnl theories only. Conspiracy sells, and that's 
all they care about. 

At the same lime that Oliver says these 
records are being suppressed, he knows damn 
well 1 have them and that I make them avail- 
able to everybody. Including him. Yet he 
says everything is suppressed by the gov- 
ernment, particularly the CIA. If he soys that, 
how can you trust anything he says? And 
frankly I don’t Except one. He said he was 
scared to The New York Times, and he ought 
to be. 

Is there any way to generalize about what 
Weisberg to page 14 
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and the film ribbon appeared to have been 
altered, Nix said. 

Tommy DeGaugh. a friend of Nix's, vivid- 
ly recalls watching a copy of the film in a 
dimly lit basement of the U.S. Postal Annex. 
He says Nix. who died in 1972, believed the 
FBI tampered with the film. “He got o motion 
picture projector out of his locker and showed 
all of us the pictures he had taken." DeGaugh 
says. “I remember [Nix) saying at the time 
that he believed the pictures had some frames 
missing because the footage skipped as the 
camera rolled.” 

The government’s handling of the film has 
sparked questions ever since the elder Nix 
and hts son turned the film over to the FBI. 
Says Orville Nix Jr.. “We still can’t figure 
oui whv the Dallas office kept the film four 
days when everything else was being sent to 
Washington. D.C. There's still some question 
about whether that was the original they gave 
us.” 

Soon after the assassination. Orville Nix 
sold hts film to UPI for $5,000. Orville Nix 
Jr., who accompanied his father on the trip 
to New York to sell the film, says they were 
a bit naive when they entered into a verbal 
agreement that the film would eventually be 
returned to the family. “We didn’t really 
know what we were doing.” he says. "We 
were small-town types in the big city and 
we weren’t aware of what the film’s real 
value was.” 

Gayle Nix Jackson. 33, Nix’s grand- 
daughter. has spent the past two yean con- 
dueling her own full-time detective work, 
eight hours a day. phoning sources around 
ihe world while her brothers and sisters help 
her father run the family tax consulting busi- 
ness. Jackson first Inquired about getting the 
film back from UPI in 1988, reminding them 
of the verbal agreement. UPI officials delayed 
for two yean, she says, ultimately admitting 
that they did not know where the film was. 
(The Mane Muchmore film, the third to cap- 




Orville Nix Jr. with a photograph of his father, who took one of three home movies of 
the assassination. 

office in caae it recovered the safety deposit 



hire ’the actual shooting, was bought by UPI 
and is also missing.) UPI officials ranging 
from Senior Vice President Milt Capps to 
former managing editor Bun Reinhardt say 
the original was placed in a safety deposit 
box in the Clinton Trust Bank, near UPI’s 
office in New York City, In 1976. That bank 
has since been shut down. 

“I am certain I was never in possession 
of a key to the safety deposit box in ques- 
tion. although I am aware of its existence,” 
wrote Alexander Bock, former treasurer for 
UP!, in a letter to the Nixes. “Certainly some 
successor institution must have come into 
possession of the vault of the bank.” Jack- 
son is checking property transfer records 
through the New York secretary of state’s 



key or turned it over to another bank. 

“I really feel sorry for UPI,” says Mack. 
“I mean they don’t look very good here. I’m 
guessing that someone might have just taken 
the tape home with them. Being in this busi- 
ness for a long time, I’ve seen it happen” 

I n addition to Badge Man, Mack and White 
say they have found two other figures in 
the Moorman photo — one standing behind 
the stockade fence dose to the south leg of 
the pergola (a few feet north of Badge Man), 
the other in front of the fence. Mack believes 
the figure in the foreground is Gordon Arnold. 

Arnold says he was standing in from of 
the picket fence on the knoll when he heard 
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shots and dived to the ground. Having been 
in U.S. Army training at the time. Arnold 
says he recognized the sound of gunfire and 
is certain it came from over his left shoul- 
der. In The Men fUto Killed Kennedy, a 
British documentary shown last month on 
the Arts & Entertainment cable network, 
Arnold is driven to tears when Mack shows 
him the Mary Moorman blowup 

Badge Man is also consistent with the 
acoustic findings of the late- 1 970s House 
Select Committee on Assassinations, which 
ruled that a motorcycle officer’s open mike 
recorded a gunshot fired from the northern 
knoll vicinity. Arnold says that after the 
shooting, two armed police officers 
approached him. asked for his camera, and 
removed the film. Arnold also claims that, 
before the shooting, a man sporting a badge 
approached him behind the stockade fence 
and identified himself as a police officer 
Arnold was never questioned by the Warren 
Commission, nor did the investigative com- 
mittee interrogate him. He left for Alaska 
shortly after the assassination and did not 
return until years later. 

While the Warren Commission made only 
scant reference to the Moorman photo, the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations 
said Ihe photograph deserved more scnitiny. 
Gary Mack maintains that recent enhance- 
ments expose the “smoking gun.” Mock says 
he has recently detected an image in a copy 
of the Nix film in front of the picket fence 
and behind the wall extending from the per- 
gola. It is in the same location where Arnold 
says he was standing, the same area where 
he seems to be depicted in the Moorman 
photo. The researcher reasons that the Nix 
film may have captured Arnold as he was 
throwing himself to the ground following a 
burst of gunfire. 

The Nix family, meanwhile, believes the 
most interesting turns of events in the ongo- 
ing investigation still lie ahead. They are 
Photo in page 14 
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confident that Mack and Groden'i work could 
yield dramatic results 

Groden. who worked as Oliver Slone’s 
technical adviser on assassination-related pho- 
tos, has taken recent trips to Washington. 
D.C., to follow up on Gayle Nix Jackson’s 
leads that the original might be in the Nation- 
al Archives. AH he left with were duplicates, 
however For Groden, the Nix original also 
represents the smoking gun. if its qualify has 
been maintained. He says there are si least 
three questionable figures on the grassy knoll 
in various pictures, and most laymen can 
recognize them. “Anyone with an open mind 
can see there are people on the grassy knoll," 
he says. “But with the original [Nix film], 

1 can prove to everybody that there is some- 
thing If the original film is 100 percent of 
its capability, 1 can possibly get 50 percent 
more detail ...You lose information with each 
generation of copy." 

“In copies [of the Nix film] I have 
worked with.” Groden continues, “I see three 
suspect images — one a man crouched in a 
military position; I also see shadows against 
the white wall Gordon Arnold may be one 
of the figures. I see not just shadows but 
skin tone, and there’s nothing in the area 
that would have cast a shadow." 

Groden says he hopes the computer 
enhancement work Mack has arranged will 
corroborate what he has found recently. "If 
this firm finds it, without any knowledge of 
what I’ve done, then it would be important 
independent verification," he says. 

Bobby Hunt, a leading research engineer 
in the field of image processing at the Uni- 
versity or Arizona, says computer enhance- 
ment capabilities have improved dramatically. 

“It’s advanced by a factor of four," says 



Weisberg from page JJ 

you Vr found tn that quarter-million pages of 
material ? 

U’s very simple. The government knew 
beyond question that there had been a con- 
spiracy. and it lied The government’s own 
records disclose that it was a crime beyond 
the capabilities of any one man There are 
other factors — for instance, that Oswald’s rifle 
didn’t have the capability of firing that many 
shots within the time period. This alone is 
enough to tell you they knew better. But 
they lied. You could understand that for the 
first few days, when people in Washington 
on a higher level had to be concerned with 
whether there were gonna be other evil events 
— was there going to be an effort to over- 
throw the government, from within or with- 
out? Were they going to try to assassinate 
any other people? Bui once it became clear 
that wasn’t going to happen, there’s no excuse 
for the government's dishonesty. 

Does the eoverup lead you to believe that 
elements in government were involved in a 
conspiracy, or Just that they wanted to cover 
up their failure to detect it in advance? 

I think it's the latter entirely. Some peo- 
ple believe there are three parts to a con- 
spiracy and they 're all one: You first have 
the conception, then you have the execution, 
then you have the eoverup Bui eoverup is 
the way a bureaucracy works. It doesn’t have 
to have any connection with the crime itself. 
And from what I know, it has no connec- 
tion. 

There are a couple of lines of popular 
speculation / wanted to ask you about Has 
the paperwork you uncovered document- 
ed any of the alleged connections between 
Jack Ruby and Oswald? 

No. and there’s no reason to believe there 
was any. 

Did the Ruby file suggest to you any con- 
nections between Ruby and other potential 
parties to a plot ? 

No. Nor is there any real reason to think 
that Ruby was connected in any way at all 
to the mafia except on his own efforts. 
Nobody would have trusted Ruby with any- 
thing. He was sick in the head. You couldn’t 



Hunt, who testified on JFK films before the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations. 
“It isn’t magic, though. The available tech- 
nology really can’t be explained well for 
public consumption. There is more comput- 
ing power and various mathematical model- 
ing that can prove whether images are there.’* 

Hum says computer programs do not add 
anything to the image but "rearrange it for 
the human eye," similar to the strategy Gro- 
den uses in his darkroom. 

Some of the most advanced computer photo 
enhancement is used in space exploration It 
relies on digits! processing of pictures While 
■n ordinary photograph is an analogue rep- 
resentation (recorded in gradation of tone and 
color), computer programs reproduce it with 
digital elements. With various breakthroughs 
in mathematics and microelectronics, dra- 
matically more information can be gleaned 
from a photograph or videotape. 

"Thankfully, there are lots of people in 
various areas of technology that have 
expressed interest in my project," Mack says. 
"Mainly because this is such a controversial 
subject." 

Mack and Groden say they would prefer 
lo believe the Nix film is not being with- 
held from the public lo shield its damaging 
contents, although they still suspect there are 
always officials seeking to deodorize the 
“official" government probe. 

Mack says the ultimate verdict will come 
after the scientists currently working with the 
Dallas photos reveal their findings. "I think 
we might be 80 to 90 percent there.” rays 
Mack. "I have no timetable for the end of 
the project. Almost nine yean after discov- 
ering Badge Man. I am amazed that I don't 
have a definitive answer yet. But I’m con- 
fident it’s coming.” cp 



print some of the things that were true. 

Do you think the material you have holds 
any clues about who else wtu involxvd? 

No. They didn’t want that information, so 
if they heard of it they didn’t use it. Let 
me give you an example. This is one of the 
records that was secret until I obtained it. 
There was an engineer named Bronson in 
Dallas who had both a Lcica and a very 
good quality 8mm camera with him He 
called the Dallas office of Eastman-Kodak 
and he called the FBI on Monday morning, 
three days after the crime An agent named 
Newsom went there and came back and filed 
a report. He said the pictures didn’t show 
the building where the shots were fired. Actu- 
ally there were 87 different pictures of that 
one window. He said one picture did show 
the car at the precise time the president was 
killed, but they couldn't use it for identifi- 
cation purposes Translation: Nothing he had 
showed Oswald with a smoking gun. The 
still pictures showed the president being 
killed, and showed the positions of all the 
occupants of the car. and it showed a lot of 
people in the background — people who were 
witnesses. So what doe* it say about the FBI 
when they dismiss these pictures? 

Do you hove any hunches about what hap- 
pened that you d be willing to voice public- 
fy? 

I’ll tell you fa general terms only — that 
people who wanted lo change policy are 
responsible for it. Back in 1966. when I 
wrote the epilogue lo my second book. I 
thought we might approach this like lawyers: 
Qui bono? But before too long I realized 
that wasn’t true There were just too many 
people who could have seen benefit for them- 
selves. The only thin* you can use that line 
of thinking for is peritaps lo eliminate some 
people. 

Those who talk about the crime being 
committed by some group that could bene- 
fit have no basts for picking out that group 
and eliminating the others. They can ray it’s 
reasonable, but they can’t say it’s proven 
To td! the people it is proven is to deceive 
the people. That’s what I think Oliver Stone 
is doing. cs> 








